ITALIAN FOREIGN POLICY
Straits Convention of 1923. Italy, awaiting the
repeal of Sanctions, refused to attend the con-
ference, and, even after the League had decided
to end the Sanctions debacle, feelings of prestige
and a conviction (which was very mistaken) that
no conference concerned with Mediterranean prob-
lems could be successfully concluded without her
still kept her away. Her abstention was a serious
blunder, for on the one hand she increased Turkey's
hostility and distrust; on the other, the outcome
w:as considerably more unpalatable to her than it
might have been, had she been present.
The new Convention (signed on 20 July) was the
result of the combined pressure of Russia, Turkey,
and France upon Great Britain to secure acceptance
of wThat was in fact the Soviet point of view. Great
Britain was anxious to introduce no new factor into
the Mediterranean balance, but France (governed
by a Popular Front government) was now as
anxious as Italy had been six years earlier to redress
the diplomatic balance by bringing in the new
Russian world. If the Russian fleet could secure
unrestricted entry into the Mediterranean, then
the value to France of the Franco-Soviet Treaty
would be enormously increased.
Great Britain, alone in her objections, was over-
borne and, in fact, the new Convention conformed
to Russia's wishes. In times of peace, while limits
wrere placed on the tonnage and number of wTarships
entering the Black Sea, no limit was placed on
those of the Black Sea Po\vers when coming out
of the Black Sea, provided that thev came out
singly. In wrar, if Turkey were a belligerent, the
passage of warships was left to her discretion, if not,
no war vessels were to pass except in fulfilment of
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